
1810 - The Yahoo Falls Massacre of 
Cherokee Women and Children           
occurred in Whitley City. (Fact or Leg-
end, you decide.) 

1818 - The first commercial oil well in 
Kentucky was drilled in 1818 by cable tool 
by Marcus Huling on a 757-acre lease 
from Martin Beatty, on the South Fork of 
the Cumberland River in McCreary 
County. 

1912 - The county is named for James B. 
McCreary, Governor of Kentucky 1875-
1879 & 1912-1916. McCreary was a law-
yer, Confederate officer, Kentucky Sena-
tor, Kentucky Representative and Ken-
tucky Governor. The county seat is 
Whitley City. McCreary County  became 
Kentucky’s one-hundred-twentieth, and 
final county in order of formation.  
McCreary County is the only Kentucky 
County to not have a single incorporated 
city. 

1919 - McCreary and Pulaski County 
1919. A meteor was observed over Ten-
nessee and Kentucky on the night of April 
9, 1919. The meteor produced a sound 
that was heard from Tennessee to Lexing-
ton, Ky. One fragment was discovered in 
Sawyer, near Cumberland Falls. It 
weighted 54 pounds.                                                     

1944 - Army Private Wilburn K. Ross 
from McCreary County Kentucky was 
awarded the Medal of Honor for his ac-
tions near St. Jacques, France in October 
1944. 
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Join 

In 2008 the museum will 

celebrate 20 years of  service 

to McCreary County. 

Because of  Donors like you, 

we have been able to serve 

our community and make a 

huge difference in the preser-

vation of  our history. 

THANK YOU 



The McCreary County Museum was founded in 

1988 by a small group under the leadership of Dr. 

M. A. Winchester and Bill Singleton.  The old 

Stearns Coal and Lumber Company office building 

was for sale at the time and with the matching grant 

from the Kentucky Heritage Council, it was pur-

chased and became the site for the museum.  The 

museum has been an asset to the county, serving 

thousands of visitors each year.  Due to the generos-

ity and thoughtfulness of the people of the county, 

the exhibits have expanded and the main and second 

floors are now being used for the museum. 

The mission of the McCreary County Museum is 

primarily to collect, preserve & protect the artifacts 

which reveal the heritage of the people of McCreary 

County and to interpret for our visitors life as it was 

lived during the different periods of time in 

McCreary County from the earliest inhabitants of 

pre-colonial times to the residents of the last quarter 

of the twentieth century.  

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Hours: 
Mondays Closed Except Holidays 
Mid April through Mid November 

Tuesday-Friday 9am—4pm 
Saturday 9am—6pm 
Sunday 12pm—4pm 
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Y O U  C A N  H E L P  
 
B E C O M E  A  M E M B E R   
O F  T H E  M C C R E A R Y  C O U N T Y  
M U S E U M  
 
 

M E M B E R S H I P  O P T I O N S  
 
 

Newsletter Subscription $10.00 — Newsletter Only.  

 

Individual $25 — Basic Benefits: Subscription to the 

Museum Newsletter.  Ten percent discount on souvenir 

items at the museum.  Three free research requests.  

Advance notice of upcoming events via email.  One 

Season Pass to the Museum. 

 

New* Dual Membership $35 — Individual Membership 

benefits for two. 

 

Family $50 — Basic benefits, plus Season Passes to the 

Museum for immediate family and one season pass to 

the Scenic Railway for 1 family member  

 

Friend $100 — Basic benefits, plus Season Passes to the 

Museum for immediate family and two season passes to 

the Scenic Railway for 2 family members. Recognition 

in the Museum Newsletter. 

 

Patron $200-above — Basic benefits, plus Season Passes 

to the Museum and Scenic Railway for immediate fam-

ily (limit 4). Recognition in the Museum Newsletter. 

 

 

**Railway Passes only valid for regular runs excluding 

Saturdays in Oct, K&T Extras, and Special Holiday 

runs. 

Yes, I would like to become a member of the McCreary 
County Museum.  Make me a member as checked below: 

 Newsletter Subscriber  Individual Member 

 New*Dual Membership  Family Membership 

 Friend of the Museum  Patron of the Museum 

    

Name(s):_________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

City:________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Email:____________________________________________ 

Phone:___________________________________________ 

Make check or money order payable to the                        

McCreary County Museum                                     

and return it with your application to                             

Post Office Box 452 Stearns, Kentucky 42647. 

www.mccrearymuseum.com 

History & Mission 


